
questions�suivantes���quelles�couches�de�la�popu-

lations� prirent� part� au� ���onseil� des� Flandres�����

�uelles�furent�les�thématiques�qui�émerg�rent�lors�

des� séances� pléni�res� et� comment� les� membres�

dudit���onseil��se�dépeignirent-ils�eux-m�mes�en�

tant� que� nouveaux� représentants� du� peuple��� ��

cette��n,�cette�contribution� fait� appel�aux�archi-

ves�d�origine�du����d���n�V���nd�r�n.��vec�cette�

approche,�cet�article�a�tenté�de�porter�un�nouveau�

regard� ��r� �e�� �rga�e� a�������e� e�� de� �e��re� e��

évidence�l�héritage�politique�du����d�a���e���d��

�ouvement��amand.
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Abstract

�uring� the� First��orld��ar,� part� of� the� Flemish�

�ovement� (the� so-called� ��ctivists�)� chose� to�

collaborate� with� the� German� occupier� in� order�

to� obtain� an� autonomous� statute� for� Flanders� in�

a� post-war� �urope.�This� collaboration� resulted� ��

among�others���in�the��utchi�cation�of�the�Ghent�

�niversity,�the�administrative�separation�of�Flem-

ish�and��alloon�ministries�and�the�creation�of�a�

�ouncil� of� Flanders.�This��ouncil�was� supposed�

to�defend�the�wishes�of�the�Flemish�people�during�

peace� negociations� and� act� as� �true�� representa-

tives� of� the� Flemings.� Historiography� has� mostly�

portrayed� this� �ouncil� as� an� amateuristic,� cha-

otic��puppet�movement�.��henever�authors�try�to�

name�the��ouncil,�they�mostly�use�the�term��par-

liament�.�This� contribution� aims� to� problematize�

this�term�from�a�representative�approach�lin�ed�to�

a�comparison�with�the��elgian�and��utch�parlia-

ment�during�that�era�in�order�to�better�understand�

the�political�nature�of��ctivism.�To�what�extent�did�

the��ouncil���that�used�every�opportunity�to�posi-

tion� itself� as� anti-establishment� �� resemble� both�

of� those�parliamentary� institutions����hat�parlia-

mentary�habits�were�adopted�by�the�members�or�

interpreted�differently����sing�a�three� representa-

tive�topics�this�research�aims�to�answer�the�follow-

ing�questions���what�was�the�social�composition�of�

the��ouncil,�what� themes�were�discussed�during�

plenary�meetings�and�how�did�the�members�posi-

tion� themselves� as� brand� new� representatives���

This� research� uses� the� archives� of� the� �ouncil.�

The�overall�aim�is�to�shed�new�light�to�this��ctivist�

institute�and�to�better�understand�the�political�leg-

acy�of�the��ouncil�within�the�Flemish��ovement.
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Abstract

This� article� addresses� the� relations� between��el-

gium�and��aire� during� the� time�of� �obutu��ese�

�e�o�s� rule� of� �ongo��aire� between� ����� and�

����.��everal�authors�have�focussed�on�the�impor-

tance�of�the��old��ar,�or�the�existence�of��aire�s�

dependency�relationship�with��elgium.�This�study,�

however,� argues� that� the� �old��ar� was� not� the�

singular�decisive� factor.�Through�his� foreign�pol-

icy,� �obutu�approached�his��frican� neighbours,�

�astern� �uropean� countries,� �hina� and� North�

�orea,� in�order� to�actively� shape�his�own�policy�

whereby�he�sometimes�acted�against�the�interests�

of� his� �estern� allies.� �imilarly,� the� dependency�

relationship� must� also� be� reconsidered,� because�

�obutu�s�ilfully�made�use�of��elgium�s�fractured�

political� landscape,�and�of�his�personal�relations�

with�his�own��inisters,��elgian��inisters,�and�the�

�ing�of�the��elgians.
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�et�article�étudie�les�relations�entre�la��elgique�et�

le��a�re��� l�époque�de� la�présidence�de��obutu�

�ese��e�o�au��ongo��a�re�de������������.��lu-

sieurs�auteurs�se�sont�concentrés�sur�l�importance�

de� la� Guerre� Froide� et� ont� prouvé� l�existence�

d�une� relation� de� dépendance� entre� le� �a�re� et�

la� �elgique.� A� �on�r�r�o,� cette� étude� cherche� ��

démontrer�que�la�Guerre�Froide�ne�fut�pas�le�fac-



teur�décisif�primaire�des�relations�belgo-za�roises.�

�� travers� sa�politique�étrang�re,��obutu� rappro-

chait�ses�voisins�africains,�les�pays�de�l��urope�de�

l��st,�la�République�populaire�de��hine�et�la��orée�

du� Nord� a�n� d�activement� construire� sa� propre�

politique� selon� laquelle� il� agissait� parfois� contre�

ses�alliés�Occidentaux.��e�la�m�me�fa�on,�le�rap-

port�de�dépendance�doit��tre�reconsidéré.��n�effet,�

�obutu�a�utilisé�habilement�le�paysage�politique�

fragmenté�de� la��elgique�et� les�relations�person-

nelles� avec� ses� propres� ministres,� les� ministres�

belges�et�le�roi�des��elges,�pour�se�libérer�partiel-

lement�de�cette�emprise.
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�it�arti�el�onderzoe�t�de�betre��ingen�tussen��el-

gi��en��a�re�ten�tijde�van��obutu��ese��e�o�s�pre-

sidentschap�van��ongo��a�re�van������tot�en�met�

����.��erschillende�auteurs�legden�de�nadru��op�

het�belang�van�de��oude�Oorlog,�of�het�bestaan�

van� �a�re�s� afhan�elij�heidsrelatie� met� �elgi�.�

�eze�studie�stelt�echter�dat�de��oude�Oorlog�geen�

allesomvattende� beslissende� factor� was.��ia� zijn�

buitenlandse� politie�� zocht� �obutu� toenadering�

tot�zijn��fri�aanse�buren,�Oost-�uropese� landen,�

�hina� en� Noord-�orea,� om� zodoende� op� een�

actieve� manier� zijn� eigen� beleid� te� vormen� dat�

regelmatig� tegen� de� belangen� van� zijn��esterse�

partners�inging.�Op�gelij�aardige�wijze�moet�oo��

de�afhan�elij�heidsrelatie�heroverwogen�worden,�

omdat��obutu�handig�gebrui��maa�te�van��elgi-

e�s� gefragmenteerde� politie�e� landschap,� en� van�

zijn�persoonlij�e�relaties�met�zijn�eigen�ministers,�

�elgische�ministers,�en�de��oning�der��elgen.


