
the� victory,� the� ca�araderie,� etc.��he� repetition�

of�certain� themes�is� doubtless�representative�of�a�

local�experience�of�war,�but�also�of�a�more�widely�

shared�visual�culture.

In�conclusion,�this�study�stresses�a��ualitative�anal-

ysis�and�integrates�the�photographic�production�in�

Africa�into�a�global�perspective�by�comparing�the�

European�and�African�fronts��productions.�It��ues-

tions�similarities�and�differences�of�approach,�and�

the�linkages�between�a�war�culture�and�an� impe-

rial� one,� starting� from� the� photographic� practice�

of��ghters�plunged�at�the�same� time�into�a�world�

con�ict�and�a�colonial�context.

T�O�A���RA��T���

Résumé

Dans� le� cadre� de� la� �remi�re�Guerre�mondiale,�

et�avec� l�ob�ectif�d�clar��de� prot�ger� le� territoire�

de� la�colonie� belge,� la��orce�publi�ue��� l�arm�e�

coloniale� belge� �� a� p�n�tr�� le� territoire� colonial�

allemand�et�alli��au�Cameroun,�en�Afri�ue�orien-

tale�allemande,�en�Rhod�sie,�et�en�Afri�ue���ua-

toriale� fran�aise.� Les� troupes� coloniales� belges�

ne� particip�rent� cependant� �u��� la� seule� admi-

nistration� de� territoires� situ�s� en� Afri�ue� orien-

tale� allemande.� Cet� article� explore� l�exp�rience�

d�occupation�belgo-britanni�ue�dans�cette�r�gion�

ainsi� �ue� l��volution� des� normes� l�gales� inter-

nationales.� Il� utilise� cette� exp�rience� sp�ci��ue,�

abord�e�d�un�point�de�vue�essentiellement�belge,�

pour�mettre�en�lumi�re�la�fa�on�dont�des�facteurs�

tels��ue�la�concurrence�d�int�r�ts�et�d�ob�ectifs�de�

guerre,� les� perceptions� id�ologi�ues,� et� les� rap-

ports� de� force�politi�ue�et�militaire� in�uenc�rent�

le�d�veloppement�de�notions�et�principes�l�gaux.�

Il� fournit� une� analyse� centr�e� sur� trois� d�velop-

pements� li�s�entre� eux�dans�le�domaine�du�droit�

international��� l�application� du� droit�des� occupa-

tions�militaires�dans� le� domaine�colonial,� la� dis-

parition� du� droit� de� con�u�te,� et� l��mergence�

du� syst�me� de�mandat� de� la� Ligue� des��ations.�

Les � �v�nements� ayant� trait� au� sort� de� l�Afri�ue�

orientale� allemande� durant� et� dans� l�imm�diat�

apr�s-guerre� particip�rent,� via� les� tensions��u�ils�

suscit�rent� o�� laiss�rent� appara�tre,� �� l��mer-

gence�de�nouvelles� interpr�tations,�notions�et�de�

nouveaux� principes.� Ceux-ci� se� cristallis�rent� et�

trouv�rent�leur�expression�dans�le�cadre�des�n�go-

ciations�de�l�apr�s-guerre,�en�particulier�via�la�ten-

tative�d�absorber�les�contradictions�entre� les�vues�

colonialistes� et� les� id�es� d�auto-d�termination�

promues�par�le�pr�sident�Wilson.�Ils�construisirent�

le�discours�de�la��elgi�ue�et�d�autres�puissances,�

en� ce� compris� la� �rance� et� la�Grande� �retagne.�

Le� point� d���uilibre� trouv�� �� ce�moment� reposa�

sur�la�position�des�puissances� coloniales�r�calci-

trantes���trop�ais�ment�abandonner�leurs��ac�uisi-

tions��de�guerre,�et�celle�du�pr�sident�Wilson,��ui�

�tait�d�di��au�principe�d�auto-d�termination�mais�

convaincu��ue�ce�dernier�ne�pouvait��tre�appli�u��

d�une�fa�on�absolue�et�dogmati�ue.

T�O�A���RA��T���

Same��a�����

In�de�context�van�de�Eerste�Wereldoorlog,�en�met�

de� intentie�om�het� grondgebied� van� de� �elgische�

kolonie� te� beschermen,� drong� de� Force� publique�

�� de� stri�dmacht� van� van� �elgisch�Congo� �� door�

tot� het� aangren�ende�Duitse� en� geallieerde� kolo-

niaal� gebied� in� Kameroen,� Duits-�ost-Afrika,�

Rhodesi�� en� �rans-E�uatoriaal-Afrika.� �et� aan-

deel�van�de��elgische�koloniale� troepen�beperkte�

�ich� echter� tot� de� administratie� van� gebieden� in�

Duits-�ost-Afrika.�Dit�artikel�gaat�dieper�in�op�de�

�rits-�elgische� be�ettingservaringen� in� dit� gebied�

in� de� context� van� de� evolutie� van� de� internatio-

nale�rechtsbeginselen.�Aan�de�hand�van�de�e�erva-

ringen,� meestal� vanuit� een� �elgisch� perspectief,�

wordt� aangetoond� hoe� factoren� �oals� tegenstri�-

dige�belangen�en�oorlogsdoeleinden,�ideologische�

�ienswi��en,� politieke� en� militaire� machtseven-



wichten�de�ontwikkeling�van��uridische�begrippen�

en� principes� be�nvloedden.� �et� artikel� biedt� een�

gerichte� analyse� van� drie� onderling� verbonden�

ontwikkelingen� op� het� gebied� van� internationaal�

recht��� de� toepassing� van� het� militaire� be�ettings-

recht�in� koloniaal� gebied,�de�verdwi�ning�van� het�

recht�op�verovering,�en�het�ontstaan�van�het�man -

daatstelsel� van� de��olkenbond.�Door� de� spannin-

gen� die� �e�veroor�aakten�of� lieten� bestaan� gaven�

de�gebeurtenissen�in�verband�met�de�toekomst�van�

Duits-�ost-Afrika�gedurende�en�kort�na�de�oorlog�

aanleiding� tot� het� ontstaan�van�nieuwe� wetteli�ke�

interpretaties,� begrippen� en� principes.� �e� kregen�

vorm�in�het�kader�van�de�naoorlogse�onderhande-

lingen,�vooral�in�een�poging�om�de�tegenstellingen�

tussen�koloniale�standpunten�en�idee�n�in�verband�

met� �elfbeschikking� vooropgesteld� door�president�

Wilson�op�te�vangen.��e�omkaderden�het�discours�

van� �elgi�� en� andere�machten,� met� inbegrip� van�

�rankri�k� en� Groot-�rittanni�.� De� overeenstem-

ming�die�bereikt�werd�berustte�op�de� standpunten�

van�de�koloniale�machten� die�onwillig�waren� om�

hun� �oorlogsbuit�� al�te�makkeli�k�weer�af� te�staan,�

en� dit� van� president�Wilson� die� het� principe� van�

�elfbeschikking�genegen�was�maar�ook�van�mening�

was�dat�dit�niet�absoluut�of�op�dogmatische�wi��e�

kon�toegepast�worden.

T�O�A���RA��T���

��s��a��

Within� the� framework� of� the� �irst� World� War,�

and�with�the�declared�ob�ective�of�protecting�the�

�elgian� colony�s� territory,� the� Force� publique � ��

the� �elgian� Congo�s�armed� force� ��entered� onto�

bordering� German� and� allied� colonial� territory�

in�Cameroon,�German�East�Africa,�Rhodesia� and�

�rench�E�uatorial�Africa.��elgian�colonial�troops,�

however,� only� participated� in� the� administration�

of� territories� located� in� German� East�Africa.��his�

article� explores� the� �ritish-�elgian� occupation�

experience�in� this�region�alongside� the�evolution�

of� international� legal� norms.� It� uses� this� speci�c�

experience,� approached� mainly� from� a� �elgian�

perspective,� to� highlight� the� way�factors�such� as�

competing� interests� and� war� aims,� ideological�

perceptions,�and�political�and�military�balance�of�

power�in�uenced�the�development�of�legal�notions�

and� principles.� It� provides� a� focused� analysis� of�

three�interconnected�developments�in� the��eld�of�

international� law��� the� application� of� the� law� of�

military� occupation� in� the� colonial� domain,� the�

disappearance� of� the� right� of� con�uest,� and� the�

e�e��en�e� of� the� �ea��e� of� �at�on�� �andate�

system.� Events� related� to� the� destiny� of� German�

East�Africa�during�and�shortly�after�the�war�partic-

ipated,�through�the�tensions�they�originated�or�let�

surface,� in� the� emergence� of�new�legal� interpre-

tation,� notions� and� principles.� �hese� crystali�ed�

and� found� expression� in� the� framework� of� post-

war�negotiations,�mainly� in�an�attempt� to�absorb�

the�contradictions�between�colonialist�views�and�

ideas� on� self-determination� pushed� forward� by�

�resident� Wilson.��hey� framed� the� discourse� of�

�elgium�and�other�powers,� including��rance�and�

Great��ritain.��he�point� of�balance� found�at� that�

time� rested� on� the� positions� of� colonial� powers�

reluctant� to� abandon� too� easily� their� wartime�

�ac�uisitions�� and� that� of� president� Wilson,� who�

was�dedicated� to� the�principle�of� self-determina-

tion�but�convinced�this�one�could�not�be�applied�

in�an�absolute�or�dogmatic�way.

FRE�ER�����ON�T�ET�

�E�A�T�AAN ��AN�EN�O�AER�E

Résumé

La� violation� de� la� neutralit�� s�culaire� de� la� �el-

gi�ue�par�l�Allemagne�constitue�un��opo��classi�ue�

de�l�histoire�diplomati�ue�sur�le�th��tre�europ�en�

de� la� ��Grande� Guerre��.� Le� trait�� de� Londres�

�19� avril� 1��9�� a� �t�� d�chir�,� comme� chacun�

sait,� par� le� �ai�er� Guillaume� tel� un� ��chiffon� de�

papier��.��uels� furent� cependant� les� fondements�


